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SUBJECT: DECEMBER 22 OECD COUNCIL MEETING: TRADE 
MEASURES - SPAIN, CANADA, AND TRADE PLEDGE 
IMPLICATIONS 

ON DECEMBER 22, THE OECD COUNCIL CONTINUED THE DISCUS- 
SION OF RESTRICTIVE TRADE ACTIONS BEGUN ON DECEMBER 17, 
WHEN ITALIAN MEASURES WERE DISCUSSED (SEPTEL-NOTAL). 
BRIEF STATEMENTS ON THE SPANISH MEASURES WERE MADE BY 
EC, SWEDEN, AND US. AMONG THE POINTS INCLUDED WERE 
UNDERSTANDING OF REASONS FOR SPANISH ACTIONS, CONCERN 
AT TRADE PLEDGE IMPLICATIONS, AND HOPE THESE MEASURES 
WOULD REMAIN TEMPORARY AND WOULD BE LIFTED NO LATER 
THAN PRESENTLY SCHEDULED. IN RESPONSE, SPAIN EXPLAINED 
ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES AND REPEATED THAT ACTIONS WERE 
INTENDED AS TEMPORARY RESPONSE TO THESE DIFFICULTIES. 

CANADIAN RESTRICTIONS ON TEXTILE IMPORTS WERE DISCUSSED 
AT EC REQUEST. EC REFERRED TO EXTENSIVE NATURE OF 
THESE RESTRICTIONS, SAID THEY POSED SERIOUS PROBLEM 
FOR OTHERS, RISKED CAUSING A SNOWBALLING EFFECT OF 
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INTERNATIONAL RESTRICTIONS, AND EXPRESSED REGRET AT 
CANADA'S ACTIONS. SIMILAR POINT WAS MADE BY SWITZER- 
LAND AND SWEDEN. CANADIANS RESPONDED BY CITING FIGURES 
ON MAGNITUDE OF IMPORT SURGE AND SAID ACTIONS WERE 
TAKEN UNDER GATT ARTICLE XIX. 
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IN SUMMARY, CHAIRMAN (VAN LENNEP) SAID COUNCIL WOULD 
NOTE STATEMENTS AND EXPLANATIONS WHICH HAD BEEN MADE. 
HE SAID THERE WAS MAJOR REASON FOR CONCERN AT GROWING 
NUMBER OF TEMPORARY MEASURES TAKEN BECAUSE OF BALANCE 
OF PAYMENTS OR SECTORAL PROBLEMS. SUCH DIFFICULTIES 
EXISTED IN MANY OR ALL MEMBER COUNTRIES, AND PROSPECTS 
FOR OVERCOMING THEM WERE NOT GOOD. THERE WAS A RISK 
THAT MEASURES IN ONE COUNTRY WOULD ENCOURAGE 
SIMILAR ACTIONS IN ANOTHER, A SITUATION THE TRADE 
PLEDGE WAS EXPRESSLY DESIGNED TO COUNTER. HE SAID 
GOVERNMENTS MIGHT KEEP SUCH CONSIDERATIONS IN MIND, 

AND SUGGESTED THAT THE COUNCIL MIGHT AGREE ON A 
GENERAL STATEMENT OF CONCERN ALONG THE FOREGOING LINES. 
THERE WAS NO DISSENT OR COMMENT. 

KATZ 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEETINGS, TRADE CONTROLS, MEETING REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 23 DEC 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 19760ECDP37936 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760472-0041 
From: OECD PARIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Hnk1976/newtext/t19761217/aaaaaofb.tel 

Line Count: 76 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: coburnhl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <26 APR 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <12 AUG 2004 by coburnhb 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DECEMBER 22 OECD COUNCIL MEETING: TRADE MEASURES - SPAIN, CANADA, AND TRADE PLEDGE IMPLICATIONS 
TAGS: ETRD, SP, CA, OECD 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



